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Greetings to all Fellow Sur-
veyors!   Winter tried to hold 
on by giving us a cold blast 
of sub zero temperatures in 
March.  This gives us all 
time to finish up that impor-
tant paper work.  It also 
gives us time to go through 
the work vehicles and get 
them re-stocked and a 
wash.  We get to clean the 
tripods and equipment so it 
is perfect working order for 
another upcoming season of 
surveying.  Surveyors have 
a different definition to 
spring cleaning than their 
spouses. 

 
The Board sent condolences 
to Curtis Sumner, Executive 
Director of ACSM on the 
loss of his mother in Febru-
ary.  Our prayers go to Mr. 
Sumner and his family.  Our 
condolences and prayers 
also go to DeLane Meier on 
the loss of his wife in March. 
 
I would like to thank all of 
those who remained for the 
conclusion of the business 
meeting on Friday of the 
convention.  It was well at-
tended. 
 
Mr. Greg Johnson did an 
excellent job on presenting 
the membership with a 
much needed survey defini-
tion.  We will continue for-
ward with this matter. 
 
GIS was born not long ago 
and is growing.  It is flexing 
its muscles and is a very 
useful tool to various enti-
ties.  When GIS first origi-
nated, maps were laid out 

and data started to be en-
tered.  We as surveyors 
knew the importance of an 
accurate initial map, but 
administrators were not will-
ing to fund such an en-
deavor.  We told them so.  I 
have had counties ask for 
geo-referenced data.  Of 
course they want it for free.  
I have explained that this 
does take more than a click 
of a mouse to obtain.  I do 
believe in the end the GIS 
people will discover what we 
have been saying all along, 
that they needed good accu-
rate data for their base 
maps.  We can supply them 
with this data, but it come 
with a cost and not for free.  
I have appointed Mr. Aaron 
Norby, RLS on the GIS 
Committee.  Mr. Norby will 
be able to provide us with 
good GIS advice, so we may 
all learn. 
 
ND Survey Monument Re-
cords on line.  The Public 
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 The 49th Parallel, the 
official publication of the 
North Dakota Society of 
Professional Land Sur-
veyors, is printed quarterly 
and shared with its members 
and similar groups.  The 
articles are not copyrighted 
(unless noted) and may be 
reprinted without written 
permission as long as credit is 
given.  All material must be 
directed to the Editor. 

 

 Articles appearing in this 
publication may not reflect 
the views of the NDSPLS, 
but are published as a service 
to its members, the general 
public, and the surveying pro-
fession.  All members and 
readers are encouraged to 
submit articles or express 
their views of other articles.  
Responsibility is not assumed 
for errors, misquotes or 
deletions in any published 
articles. 

Weõre on the 

web 

www.ndspls.org  
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