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Snow, piled up along the 
driveway as we leave 
home.  Snow, piled up 
along the sidewalk to the 
office, as we go to work.  
Snow, piled up along the 
roads and highways, as 
we go to projects.  Snow, 
piled up on top of the cor-
ner monument, which we 
need As it started to melt, 
when I called around to my 
colleagues around the 
state the common mes-

sage from the receptionist 
was ñThey are out on flood 
monitoring or flood dike/
sand bagging projectò.  
Such is the dilemma in 
North Dakota at this time 
of year.  Snow and its 
melting, in this northern 
climate and the economic 
climate are two things we 
can complain about, canôt 
do much about it, but go 
out and work in it.  Upon 
looking at the economy, 
snow, flooding and our 
profession, Iôve come to 
the conclusion that, Sur-
veyors have endurance 
and honor in spite of situa-
tions we canôt control, we 
do our service, the best we 
can, in spite of it all. 
 
I would like to express my 
thanks to the members of 
NDSPLS for choosing me 
to lead this Society for the 
2009 term.  I heard a past 

president of NDSPLS say 
that when one gets to this 
position, one needs to 
have an agenda.  Well, I 
donôt have a personal 
agenda, because there 
have been so many good 
things brought in from 
Steve Voleskyôs term to 
Dan Fischerôs term now to 
my time.  Two specific 
things which need to be 
carried forward are the 

ñSurveying Definitionò to 
legislation and working out 
the details of the online 
ñCorner Monument Re-
cordsò.  These are impor-
tant items to us as a pro-
fession and most likely will 
have to be brought to con-
clusion during Holly Beckôs 
term.  Through the years 
this Society seems to func-
tion upon the concept of 
laying a foundation, then 
another builds on it.  If the 
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 The 49th Parallel, the 
official publication of the 
North Dakota Society of 
Professional Land Sur-
veyors, is printed quarterly 
and shared with its members 
and similar groups.  The 
articles are not copyrighted 
(unless noted) and may be 
reprinted without written 
permission as long as credit is 
given.  All material must be 
directed to the Editor. 

 

 Articles appearing in this 
publication may not reflect 
the views of the NDSPLS, 
but are published as a service 
to its members, the general 
public, and the surveying pro-
fession.  All members and 
readers are encouraged to 
submit articles or express 
their views of other articles.  
Responsibility is not assumed 
for errors, misquotes or 
deletions in any published 
articles. 

Weõre on the 

web 

www.ndspls.org  
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A D V E R T I S I N G  
The 49th Parallel accepts advertising from 
suppliers of surveying related services.  The 
rates listed below are on a per issue basis.  
There is no charge for help wanted or for 
equipment for sale by those whose main busi-

ness is not equipment sales or rental.  
 

 Size Member Non-Member 
Business Card 0.00 10.00 
Quarter Page 40.00 60.00 
Half Page 80.00 120.00 
Full Page 140.00 210.00 

Material Deadlines 
February issue .........................  January 15 
May issue ................................ ...  April 15 
August issue ................................ .  July 15 
November issue .......................  October 15 

 

Direct all correspondence and materials  
For publication in the 49th Parallel to:  

Bev Schwab 
PO Box 475 

402 Mitchell Avenue South 
Steele, ND 58482 

Phone: 701-475-0279 
Fax: 701-475-2109 

E-mail: schwab@bektel.com 
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