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Fall is one of my favorite 
seasons.  It may be due to 
the elimination of the bugs.  
It could be that we are not 
working in squelching heat.  
Maybe it is the colors of the 
golden fields outlined by the 
green grass as we have had 
a lot of rain this fall in the 
northeast.  Maybe it is the 
leaves of red and green or 
the sounds of geese flying 
overhead.  Or as a sur-
veyor, maybe it is the great 
signal that we get in the 
trees now.  I hope you all 
have a great fall to early 

winter season. 
 
I have been busy as your 
President the last few 
months.  My wife Peggy 
and I attended the Mani-
toba Land Surveyors As-
sociation Annual Meeting 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  It 
was their 128th anniver-
sary.  I truly respect the 
Canadian Surveyors as 
they are a true self gov-
erning body.  It is much 
different than south of the 
49th Parallel.  They have 
around 51 licensed sur-
veyors in all of Manitoba.  
Canadian Surveyors have 
much of the same prob-
lems as we do. 
 
Peggy, I and our daughter 
in 7th grade traveled to Mt. 
Rushmore National Monu-
ment.  This was the place 
the South Dakota Society 
of Professional Land Sur-
veyors held a celebration 

for their 25th anniversary.  
Speakers of ACSM were 
present and it was an im-
pressive place to hold a 
four hour seminar.  The 
speakers gave us some 
history of the four presi-
dents and their connection 
to surveying, although 
Roosevelt was not a sur-
veyor, he did have strong 
North Dakota ties.  As I 
listened to the speakers, I 
would look up at the monu-
ment and it was if the four 
presidents were looking 
down on us.  I bet they 
would be very disap-
pointed in the condition of 
our great nation if they 
could speak.  A fantastic 
group photo was taken.  
Carl Vender and Russell 
Kastelle were recognized 
for helping  SDSPLS get 
established and they were 
also in attendance. 
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 The 49th Parallel, the 
official publication of the 
North Dakota Society of 
Professional Land Sur-
veyors, is printed quarterly 
and shared with its members 
and similar groups.  The 
articles are not copyrighted 
(unless noted) and may be 
reprinted without written 
permission as long as credit is 
given.  All material must be 
directed to the Editor. 

 

 Articles appearing in this 
publication may not reflect 
the views of the NDSPLS, 
but are published as a service 
to its members, the general 
public, and the surveying pro-
fession.  All members and 
readers are encouraged to 
submit articles or express 
their views of other articles.  
Responsibility is not assumed 
for errors, misquotes or 
deletions in any published 
articles. 

Weõre on the 

web 

www.ndspls.org  
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The 49th Parallel accepts advertising from 
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 Size Member Non-Member 
Business Card 0.00 10.00 
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Direct all correspondence and materials  
For publication in the 49th Parallel to:  

Bev Schwab 
PO Box 475 

402 Mitchell Avenue South 
Steele, ND 58482 

Phone: 701-475-0279 
Fax: 701-475-2109 

E-mail: schwab@bektel.com 
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